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CONSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

People must be given
opportunity to decide

These are my personal

ViEWs.

In the last election the
majority of candidates
who are now Members
of the Legislative As-
sembly ran on the basis
that they were against
constitutional ‘advance-
ment. It was therefore
not an issue in the 1988
Elections. The Constitu-
tional Commissioners
recommend that the in-
crease in the nnmber of
Legislative Assembly
Members be brought
into force by April or
May 1992 and that "the
remainder of the
amended Constitution
would then bhe brought
into foree immediately
after the election.”
{Page 20 last sentence).

Peoples Wishes

The people must be

jiven an opportunity to

ecide what constitu-
tional advancement (if
any) they wish either by
a referendum or in a
general election.

The Constitutional
Commissioners report
says that the majority of
Cafymanians favour the
referendum for major
important issues and
suggest that a law be
passed for it rather than
being put in the con-
stitution.

The best and least dis-
ruptive to the country’s
stability is by a
referendum. after one or
two draft ednstitutions
are prepared. The Legis-
lative Assembly can
pass a law which asks
one or two simple ques-
tions, for example, "Do
you wish to have the
constitution changed as
in the published draft
constitution "A"? Yes or
Nor. If no, Do you wish
a Chief Minister and the
%\)fhmstersl

iwantitote
‘of his people beganse he
is afraid they may differ
from his. . Statesmen
listen to their people
and act accordingly.

_ General Election

If no referdndum is
done then the draft con-
‘stitution must go to the
next general election
and thereafter the new
MLA’s decide whether
or not to bring in the
draft or amend it by a
resolution gbissed im-
mediately after the be-

inning of the first

egislative Assembly
meeting. Only one gen-
eral election is needed
{NOT TWO). This is the

all appointed .
; he

English traditional
choice but because of
the many ofher issues
invelved may not be as
clear as a referendum.
Only 2 small percent-
age of the voting public
met with the L.A. Select
committee, the Com-
missioners and go to
public meetings. The
vast majority of the
publie, the silent majori-
tﬁ’ will only indicate
their wishes by secret
ballot at one General
Election or referendum.
They have a right to do
so on these constitn-
tional matters and
should not be deprived
of it by their M.L.A.'s or
the UK. Government.

L.A. Resolution

The L.A. Resolution
passed unanimously in
the Legislature in the
November 1990 session
stated “and be it further
resolved that this
Heonourable House
recommends that the
implementation of any
recommendation: for
Constitutional changes
with the exception of
the paragraph num-
bered 3 above (which
was mainly the increase
in Legislative Assembly
seats) shall not take
place without the
changes being the sub-
ject of a general elec-
tion."”

Governor’s Un-
dertaldng

Further, the Governor
on 25th July 1990 in the
Legiglative Assembly
stated as follows:

"It apgears to me, and
I may be wrong, from

what some Members
have been saying, that
there is some anxaety if
there is a Constitutional
Review and thatif, as a
result of the Report, for
instance the United
Kingdom Government
thought that changes
were necessary, such
changes eould not, in’
my opinion, and I think
I can say this quite
clearly, be brought for-
ward and implemented
before a General Elec-
tion, Perhaps I should
repeat that.”

He went on to say:

“If there is a Constitu-
tional Commission and
a report and if, as a
result of that report the
United Kingdom Gov-
ernment believed that
there were some
changes necessary, I am
absolutely certamn that
these changes would not
be. proposed by the
United II)(.ing;clom' Gov-
ernment or imple-
mented without them
being the subject of a
campaign and &
Election. I hope I have
made this elear, I think
it does need to be made
elear, this is not an

- anxiety which I think
any of us should feel."

These three state-
ments are totally clear.
The United Kingdom

overnment will not
orce major constitu-
tional advancement
against "the wishes of
the people” indicated at
a general election but
the people and their
Legislators must stand
up for what they want.

General -

The Constitutional

ommissioners, could
never be recommending
that changes as major
as they propose be
brought in without the
changes being the sub-
ject of a Campaign and
general election or a
referenduom.

Stand Up

Other West Indian Is-
lands have gone to
destruction because
their citizens, un-
fortunately many prom-
inent citizens, refused to
stand up for their rights
and took the approach
that the changes would
probably come anyway
so why fight them. Then
when their countries
were destroyed and they
were forced to leave the
land of their birth they
wished they had stood
up at the time and
fought for what they
thought was right.

In the words of Sir
John Sharpe a former
Chief Minister of
Bermuda at the legisla-
Eive confc{relgce held in

ayman last year "you
sh(;)yurﬁ make h%ste slst;w-
Iy" on constitutional
matters. Sufficient time
for full public inpat
must be given. Any new
constitution moust be "in
accordance with the
wishes of the People of
the Cayman Islands”
and tested at the polls,
There must be a
referendum or the
changes must be an,is-
sue in the next General
Election. N

Truman M. Bodd;




