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[laughter]

Hon. Charles E. Clifford (Minister of Tourism, Environment,
Investment and Income): But —

Member of the public: Then we have chaos.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford (Minister of Tourism, Environment,
Investment and Income): Your points are well taken and the initial
point that you made with respect to the cost of a referendum is a real
issue as well.

So, you know, you can’t be having a situation where referendums
can be triggered for just about any issue. It really has to be a serious
issue and a issue of national importance before we — I mean, obviously
this would have to, as you know, would have to go to the Legislative
Assembly for debate as well. And so, if there is an issue that the
petitioners believe is an issue of national importance, because they have
a particular interest to serve but clearly it isn’t a national important
issue, that would come out in the debate in the Legislative Assembly.

And as I said, speaking directly to the concerns that Mr. Warren
had, the Legislative Assembly is always going to be made up of
government and opposition, so you’re always going to have — or you’re
more than likely always going to have an opposition. There are very few
countries I can think of other than communist countries that don’t have
oppositions. So — and that’s an important part of democracy and, you
know . . . you'll have opinions on both sides of the table.

But we certainly could not have a situation where every time
someone disagrees with something that is of particular interest to them
that they would then seek to initiate a referendum.

Mr. Christen Suckoo (Member of the Constitutional Review
Secretariat): We have one more.

Having a Referendum Outside of the Two-Year Marker

Member of the public: It’'s been recommended that for referendums
which are not in relation to the Constitution that you could have, for
example, a referendum that’s held outside the two-year marker. And any
petitions that people bring up with issues that they feel should be
addressed that way and they meet the 20-percent mark, then they could
be put on the ballot that’s held at that time and they can vote on
whichever one of the questions that they choose.
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But in relation to the — in relation to a constitutional issue, if
something comes up where it needs to be addressed, then it just simply
needs to be addressed.

And keep in mind that the idea isn’t to make every decision by a
referendum. A referendum is a contingency, and if you think of it in
terms of a contingency, then you — you want to be very mindful of how
the friction between the population and the elected Members will be at
the time.

Hon. Charles E. Clifford (Minister of Tourism, Environment,
Investment and Income): Okay, thanks for those comments.

I mean, one thing that is clear to us — and, in fact, to anyone in
government or that has been in government before — is that you simply
— you can’t run a government by referendum. I mean, that’s the bottom
line. You can’t — every time there’s a question you can’t go to the
country with a referendum. You would never get anything done.

That’s why it’s so important that — that if there’s a referendum to
be held, it really has to be on an issue of national importance. And the
question of how you define that is something that we could perhaps sit
here and debate for the next week, but I know it’s getting late.

Mr. Christen Suckoo (Member of the Constitutional Review
Secretariat): Any other questions or comments? If not, I believe we will
wrap up for the night.

I'd like to thank you all for coming out to this meeting and bearing
with all of the problems in the presentation. And I will let the elected
Members have the last say.

Mr. Osbourne V. Bodden (Third Elected Member for the District of
Bodden Town): Thank you, Chris. And I'd certainly like to thank
everyone and the hour is late. You have been a good audience, small but
very active. And we want to thank in particular the church for allowing
us the use of the hall, Reverend Menko; and the media, Radio Cayman
who has covered this for future broadcast; and all of the folks from the
Secretariat who work extremely hard to continue to do these
presentations. Even with his cold here, Christen has battled away, Ms.
Lookloy is actually — Ms. Bothwell, she’s actually under the weather as
well, so . ..

A lot of effort and time has gone into getting the word out and
spreading the word on this. [ know there are further steps down the road
for — to get the word out by households. And I think just this evening
there was something on the news saying on May 15th there’s going to be
something at the Family Life Centre where people could come and get
trained up into how to go — how to go and spread the word door to door
on the Constitution.
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This is a very important stage in our history, ladies and gentlemen,
and something we shouldn’t take for granted. It’s not many countries
that have the ability to participate and have their input taken and their
voice heard. So, I ask you to encourage others. Thank you all once again
for coming, and we look forward to continuing the process and getting
through with it as promptly as possible.

A blessed good night and safe drive home.
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