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On 28 Qctober, ExCo
ember Norman Bod-
den presented a
groposai to the House
or a new Constitution
for the Cayman Islands,
This Ef;roposal was ac-
cepted by the House fol-
lowing a vote of ten in
favour to five oppo sing,

Many Caymanians
were astonished to hear
that there was no
debate whatscever on

is bill, in spite of the
fact that our Constitn-
tion is the single most
important document
which we possess,

However, many of
those who have followed'
the development of the
Constitutional Proposal
have expressed all along
that the process has

een less than demo-
cratic,

The developments, as
the Chamber under.
stands them, are as fol-
e Legislative As

e ative As-
sembly requested that
the Foreign and Com-
xzuorm.realtfl’;n Office pro-
vide a Commission to
reyiew our Constitution.

2) The appointed Com-
missioners met with
many organisations and
individnals, ostensibly
to find out what
changes Caymanians
wanted in their Con-
stitution. However,
many of those meetings
turned into an explana-
tion by commigsioners of
the system of govern-
ment which they
favoured,

3) Government pub-
lished the report nfp the
Commissioners, the
main thrast of which
was to provide
politicians in general
and ExCo in partienlar
with increased power.
These recommendations
were fundamentally in
ogposition to the wishes
of those who made rep-
resentations,

4) The Select Com-
mittee of the House met
with. many organisa-
tions and individuals,
again, ostensibly to find
out what Caymanians
wanted in their Con-
stitution. The Chamber
~ has read all of those
representations by the
publie, apd has found
that, with few excep-
tions, the public recom-
mended more cheeks
and balances in Govern-
ment and were opposed
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paints of visw, on any topic which concerns our readars,

to an increase in the
power of its politicians.

Incredibly, the Seleét
Committee rejected all
of these requirements of
the people and even ad-
vised some who made
presentations that Goy-
ernment was elected to
govern and must be left

one to do so.

5) Mr. Gordon Baker,
of the Foreign and Com.
monwealth Office met
with the Chamber and
advised us that he ex-
pected the Constitn-
tional Proposal to be
subjected to publie
debate; that no proposal
would be accepted
which did not have the
support of the
Ca{:nanian people.

The Chamber then
called for a Constitu-
tional Forum, in which
Mr. Norman Bodden, as
Chairman of the Selact
Committee, and Mr.
Troman Bodden would
present differing views
on the proposa
open, puﬁ]ic debate,

6} Mr. Norman ad-

vised the Chamber on
the day prior to the
forum that he wonld be
unable to attend. As a
result, the Chamber
cancelled the forum, al-
though Mr, Norman had
anticipated the forum
would go on without
him. The Chamber con-
sidered his presence es-
sential to ensure a
balanced programme.

Since then, the Cham-
ber made every effort to
secure a date which
would be agreeable for

r. Norman. Finally,
the date of 24 Qctober
was set, as the Housge
was to meet on the 28th
to debate and decide on
the proposal.

Mr, Norman then ad-
vised the Chamber that
he would be wnwilling to
appear before the public
in this open forum,

7) The Chamber went
ahead with the fornm
out of respect for Mr.

in“an

Truman, who had con-
sistently displayed his
willingness to attend
and to take part in the

democratic process,

However, Mr.
Norman, a prineciple
supporter of the
Proposal, was not pres-
ent o answer to the
public, and the Forum
was understandably
poorg' attended.

8) Un 28 O%tober, the
Constitutional Proposal,
which has received al-
most unanimous opposi-

ayman who made rep-
resentations, passed the
House, with the support
of only seven elected
members: ExCo Mem-
bers Norman Bodden
Benson Ebanks, Ezzard
Miller, Linford Pierson,
and Messrs. Roy Bod-
den, Gilbert McLean
and Mahry Kirkeonnell.
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Seven men out of s to-
tal population of 27,000,

This is not democracy.
Since the passage of this
bill, the Chamber has
received many calls
from individuals who
expressed amazement
at the passing of this
bill, ang fear that our

elected memhbers no -

longer believe that their
job is to REPRESENT
the wishes of the people,
but rather to rule over
them.
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The Chamber believes
that you, the public
have an inalienable
right to decide what
your MLA’s will pass
mte law. Government
has a responsibility to

o

- not obly consult with,

but to Tespond to the
wishes of the people,

The C r does not
believe that Govern-
ment’s present course of
action is what you the

er to represent.your.

wishes. The-Chamber .

needs to hear from each
of you,

Don’t leave it for
someone else to decide
for you. Call the Cham-
ber today at 98090,

Cayman Islands
Chambex of
Commerce .
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eople reall wantin-ors - H w
tion from the people of Joo'ty coud. ors .



