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Assembly voted to accepf the report containing
recommendations of the 12 elected Tepresentatives,
ek of debate, however, left many .questioqs. Tn-

—  answerdd and even raised afewmore, -- -
The 12 elected Members of the Legislative As-
sembly had been meeting over the past len months

in a special "select committee” to

constitntional change in the light of their personal

experiences and political hilosophies,
?'specia] meeﬁ%g of thg H :

tabling and debate of their re ort, but
ended the same day it starterc,l Ik;técr:lus

mittee chairman, Executive Coun
Norman. Bodden, spoke on the report.

The spotlight shifted from what parts of the Con-
stitation may change and why to when changes

would come into forcs,

This shift in emphasis was seen in the private
member’s motions Dasuceessfully brought by MLA.

e recommendations of the report,

But, as 0;1& member said, a "golden opportuniiy”
] hose recommendations to-the public was
mssﬁd when, for whatever reasons, MLAs did not

to explain

e
. Severa] Tepresentatives later shared thejr Treasons
in personal interviews with the Caymanion Com-

- Pass.

Capt. Mabi-y Kirkconnpll.Capt. Mabry
an) was the first
person spoken to and the brevity of his

in part to the informal way in whic

(Cayman Brac and Litile Ca:

solicited,

He said he intended to debate, but had laft his

notes at home becanse he dj

idn’t expe
chAagece to speak unti} Wednesday or}‘i%:

Eiamed, he thoggh_t the usual procedirre would - made his position explicit in his pub-
have been follow d, In that somemme with an oppos- He meeting. "I felt that since I was
g view would rise to continue the debating pro- voting in favour of the report, I could
tess, hardly add much more.” '

Mr. Ezzard Miller, Mr. Miller

only member of ExCo to have been
elected unanimously in 1988,

Mr. Norman pointed out that the

; report wall be sent to the For-
eign and Commonwealth office with
the minutes of all the committee’s 24
meetin, lus all the special yepre-
sentahgosﬁsl? that were lgade to 1:t';lna-
commmittee, -

The FCO will assess all this
material, he said.

During his remarks in the House,
he had described the present status
as the halfway mark in the Constifn-
tional Review process.

He explained at the time and
repeated for thig r%gorter the steps he
envisaged taking place next. :

A Constitution will be drafted, he
said. While there is no requirement
that the draft be sent back to
Cayman, the commitiee did make this
reguest.

Meanwhile, the Election Law will be
amended to allow for three more Tep-
resentatives,

"Then the 1992 election campaign

. I can’t see how in that process
the Constitution will not be an issue,"
he said,

The minutes of the committee meet-
ings contains the chservation: "The
Committee notes that the FCO's pro-
cedures are still rather va%ue in
regard to the timing of the implemen-
tation of the constitetional changes."

After the snecessful candidates are
d, Mr. Norman agreed that it

was "not clear” whether the FCO's
consultative process would relate to
the timing of Constitutional changes
in terms of specific dates,
"They might decide to implement at;
erent stages,” he said, noting that
some members promoted the idea of
varicus changes coming into effect
only after a refolution for each would
be ed in the House,
the candidates whe are opposed to
- - Constitotional change are sucecessful,
Mr, Norman continued, the FCO
would have to consider the situation

E king pastponement of dehate in
order to give the public more time to understand

(North Side MA&
ExCo Member for Health and Social Servi i
he would have spoken if he Yhadn":t{, beenns,;c%?;ﬁh

régret at the way things turned out, "I really wasn't
Cont'd on page 14

last say".
mportant issue.

monwealth Office,)
(George Town MLA, ExCo Memb

been first on my feet.”
He believ'tl:tliy

members outwaitihg each other
[and urging members to spe

views of representatives,” he saig.

But, he continued, it was "u
those who dissented to make t)
Iy is due positions
it was

election,

it appeared.

in light of that majority. The UK Gov-
ernment will determine “how much
we get in the end,” he said.

Mr, Norman explained his persona)
position on the issue of Chief Minis.
ter. "T honestly believe it will bring a
more orderly conduct and presenta-
tion of business in the House,” he
said, "and the same for the Leader of
the Opposition”™.

He emphasised that the MLAs
review was “not a situation of Gov-
ernment versus Backbench, not Back-
benchers voting with the Government
Bench._., It was 12 independent mem.
bers who contributed. Out of 42
recommendations, 27 were supported

all members.”

Mr. Haig Bodden. The veteran
Bodden Town politician expressed
disappointment that debate did not
continue. For his part, he was com-
mitted fo the chairman of the Bodden
Town Pirates Week committee to be
on hand at 4:00 pm that day to greet
the Governor for the district herita &
day. If he had started after T,
Norman finished (just before 3:00
pm), there wonld not have been time
to debate, he said,

Noting that minority statements
had been signed by only four or five of
the seven MLAs who have voted to-
gether on major issues, Mr, Haig
urged the public "not to be too con.
cerned that the seven backbenchers
did not agree on every point”,

The constitntional doenment being
proposed "is so revolutionary it’s not
expected any two peoFle anywhere
would agree on all of it...the four
ExCo Members did not vote together
on every issoe.”

e difference of opinion does nob
mean that the seven won’t stand to-
gether on "the most pressing jssue -
replacing the present Goyernment”.
tforts by the Compass to reach
other elected representatives for com.
ment were unsuccessiul, partly be-
cause most were in committee meet-
ngs Wednesday through Friday.

o expressed the opinion that the
rivate member’s motions were
roaght by these who wanted "the

Mr. Miller noted he "could not con-
vince others” in select committes to
: agree to his views on "one man, one
vote", which he considered the most

(The various positions are spelled
out in-the committee minutes, which
are also being forwarded with the
report to the Foreign and Com-

Mr. Linford Pierson. Mr. Pierson
er
for Comumunication, Works and Agri-
<ulture) declared, "If I had opposed
the report, you can bet I wonld have

the lack of debate
resnlted from -“political posturin%‘ &
&

the Speaker no choice but to call for
the vote after waiting a long time

"I felt the.public was denied_.a gold-
en opportunity to hear the different

e1r
known.... I can-hardly see
them saying now at this stage that
they don’t agree with the Constitu-
tional review, since their silence
doesn’t: coincide with their objec-
ursday, tions."”

r Mr. Norman had spoken, Capt, Mag motion through to put back d
he said. He pointed out that much of
what he would have said about; the
report he had already stated when in-
gr%ducing his motion to postpone

ehate L

Mr. Pierson said he had already

Asked why the report recommends
that cha.nges come into effect "im-
mediately” after the next general

Ké[r. Pierson suggested that
the impiication was not as serious as

“K you have a Government, sworn

Constitutional discussion con
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into power in 1992 that is opposed %o )
changes, there is no way under our
democratic process that the Forei
and Commonweal |
able to force those changes,” Mr. Pier-
son asserbed,

My, Truman Bodden. Members
who submifted a dissenting mitiority
.statement in the report sef out their
reasons, noted George Town MLA

th Office would be

an Bodden.

When the rel-@ort was read’in the
House

over radio that night, people could
hear wh
taken different positions on such sub-
cts as Chief Minister
amentary secretaries, .
The recommendations of the majori-
ty did not contain reasons, Mr.

Troman pointed  on;
debate? ‘b)V'h

Mr. Norman and broadeast

four or five had

and par-

"So how do you
y shoul

we begin when
we don't know their reasons?

Tt was on this basis, he indicated,
that those who held mj ;
believed those who held majority
opinions should speak. *Our reasons
are out,
stated theirs

Mr. McKeeva Bush. "I'm not
making any excuses for.anybody, but
as far as ;
ready,” Mr, Bush admitted candidly
when asked why he had not debated

€ report, .

The West Bay MLA said he thonght
Government members wonld get up
and give their reasons why they sup-
ported the varions recommendations,

minority opinions

We figured they should have

'm concerned I was not

had set my conrse to try to get the

Mr. Norman fgdd&::. Mr. N ogxlxan
was appointed by Governor Alan
Scott t% be chairman of the MLAs
-committee to review the Constitution.
He probably would have been chosen
by the MT.JL

themselves: he was the

tinues




