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. People who waited for the big Legis-
lative Assembly debate on the pro-
:posed Constitutional changes were
slisappointed.

The vote was taken only hours after
the special Assembly meeting opened
yesterday, and, not snrprisingly, a2 ma-

. jority said ‘aye’ to accept the Select
~Committee report which yrecommends
a range of changes.

Efforts to delay the matter did not
succeed.

It was pointed out, rightly, that a
substantial span of time had been al-
lowed for public consultation. That
does not auntomatically mean, how-
evey, that there was enough time.

The Constitrtional Review arose out
of an impasse over the composition of
Finance Commitiee.

A slew of proposals for change came
out of this humble beginning. Many
members of the public were somewhat
slow to respond to this widening cir-
cle of the review. ,

This took place during a period of
time when several other national mat-
ters were clamouring for public atten-
tion.

It is only within the last few weeks,
and parxticularly after the release of
the Select Commitiee report that
many people began to lock at these
proposals in earnest.

That may have been wrong. They
should have taken the matter more

- seriously before then. Nevertheless,

wconstitutional change must be accept-
able to, if not necessarily welcomed
with enthusiasm by, the commumity at

Iarge.

N§ doubt, there will be further
debate when a draft constitution is
available, setting out the details of the
changes that are being proposed. One
must hope thai members will be
receptive to the ideas from members
of the public even at that late stage.

One problem remains unsolved - the
current MLAs do not have a mandate
for constitutional change, They ought
{0 wait to obtain this at the elections
next year.

2 There seems no overwhelming need
for rush in this maiter.
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There are many
Caymanians that feel as
strongly about the draft
Constitutional review as
I do. In addition, we are
upset and displeased
with our Representa-
tives in the Legislative
Assembly, who appear
to be acting contrary to
their own earlier as-
surances, that any
change in our Constitu-
tion would be the sub-
ject of their election
manifesto for the Gener-
al elections in 1992,

How our present
Legislature and Govern-
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ment can take lcence
and allow any change
otherwise than in an
election forum, is set-
ting the stage for
serious local discontent-
ment and the collapse of
our security and finan-
cial suecess.

There is no doubt in
my mind that some
changes are necessary
in our present Constitu-
tion. However, in my
opinion, the suggestions
as published in the
review, very strongly
indicate that there are
some people who still

Constitutional review

cannot accept the fact,
that no form of Govern-
mex;é:dm};illcever be ac-
cep y Caymanians,
other than deny}gfra in
the fullest form. The
%roposals for our new
onstitution falls far
short of those demands.

It is my suggestion
that voters should make
urgent contaet with all
of our Representatives
and the Governor on
this subject. Should we
fail to obtain the neces-

sary assurances, then

extend efforts to the
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which concerns

Foreign .and Com-
monwegalth Office, any
Member .of the Parlia- .
ment of the Unifed:
Kingdom or any other
office, that might be
able to agsist ug from -
having this unpalatable.
change forcedonus. | .-
It is also suggested
that everyone ecall those
same Representatives
aver and over again un-
til our demands are ap-
preciated and acte'd oL
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