. Week of 20-26 Septémber.1991

f e )

. 32.pages * Fifty cents

- Corinne Glasgov'v'
. PSC seq:retar!

Bda-

' 'L Constltutmhal

ByGuyP.Hamson :
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; Thc Public Service Ccrmrms—
sion is upanimously opposedito
-aspects of the Constitutional

- - Commissionérs” Report which it
T feels would polmmse the PSC
“and undermine its phrpose. -

"In a press staterment thisweek,
Ihe PSC sdiditis concerned with

Oommxsswn is chitrged with
; consxdcrmg -and, rccommcndmg
personis 1o fill-public.sector ya-
-cancies. Currently; members are.
ap_pomtedby the: Govmnor.xP:om
_ posed changes wmlld still Jeave
" the. Gnve:rnor inthe appomtment
..role, but consultauon with 'the
- chief minister “and’ opposmon
- lcaderwouldberequned This}it:
"+ i feared,; would Jead to politi-.
" cally-based? :disuiity.. Jand:
“favouritistn., -~ .-

L “We don't want, the’ t‘ommu&
 'sion 1o be-put-into the Rands:of
political influences,” said Corine
. Glasgaw, secretary of the' Pubhc

il “Semoe Coriimission. “Mysblf
. thestaff, and ke & Commissioners
are magrecmemahouums. 'I'here
" are :ther. ways 1o advante the

issi sf-woutd~bc ‘a

Acmrdmg to the. statemenr,
wh:ch “was signed by the, sevéri-

pma]qwould“hkclysowdxscord
atd-ini’ the worst'scénario. it is
< - possible to-envisage the Publié
Scrv:ce Commission Jining up
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statement_’_on

B Report o
" havi the seven-member, Comd :

-~ < mission Wwill be appbinted: The

'- . commission members,:the Pros.,
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on opposite sides in many cases, as opposed to its present
smooth operation.”

Glasgow explained that a vital purpose of the Com-
mission is to ensure faimess to all job applicants.

“We lookatquahﬁcatmns,cxpcnencc,andperfonnanoe
in theinterview, other factors are not relevant. A person’s
political ties haveno proper place in the process. But they
likely would if the present system is changed.” She
added. “The typical lay person in Cayman may not know
the intricacies of the Constitutional Report. But the lay
persons will feel it. They might be the ﬁrst 10 have”
difficuliies in seeking.a [government]) job.” *

The release further states, “With due respect to the
[Constimttional] comrissioners, this seems a most un-
fortunate proposal. To politicise the Civil Service in this
way follows the American pattem: whete most senjor
officers in some towns or cities are changed when a
Republicanreplacesa Democratorvice versa. Uptonow,
the Cayman Islands have avoided this practice.”

Glasgow added, “Cayman is just too small. We must
give everyone equal oppartunity. I the board becomes a
collection of political appointments it defeats the purpose
of having the Commisston.”

The Public Service Commission includes seven board
members, currently appointed by the Govemnor, a secre-
tary, and a staff of four. Current members are A.CE.
Long, CMG, CBE; Andrea Bothwell, JP; Vernon Jack-
son, OBE, JP Jenmfcr Kaufman; Islay Conolly, MBE

Anthony Connolly, JP; aed Mark Panton.



