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Governorissues statement to
explain constitutional point

The Governor, Mr.
Alan Seott, in response
to enguiries regarding
the grocedure Tecom-
mended by the Con-
stitetional Com-
missioners for appoint-
ment of a chief minister,

issued the following
statement:

"I have been asked
about, a reference in the
report of the Constitn-
tional Commissioners to
the procedure for ap-
pointment of a chief

. command

minister, if such a post
is_ c;eatec}. The Com-
missioners’ report says:

(a) "The Governor ac-
tihhﬁ in_his diseretion
shall appoint as Chiel
Minister the elected
member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly who ap-
pears to him best able to
the confidence
of a majority of the
electa ers.

(b) “If no such person
is appointed, the Gov-
ernor shall appoint as

Chief Minister the
elected member of the
Legislative Assembly
who, in secret ballot, cb-
tains a majority of votes
of elected members of
the Assembly.’

"The phrase ‘acting in
his discretion’ in (a)
seems to have caused
sotne NHSu derstﬂng.igpjr.
It'is the phrase no -
ly used in this context,
and appears in the con-
stitutions of Anpguoilla,
Bermuda, Montserrat
and the Turks and
Caicos Islands. .

“In the British Virgin
Islands, where there
have been political
&arties for some years,

e provision is that ‘the
Governor shall appoint
as Chief Minister the
elected member of the

Legislative Couneil
recommended by a ma-
jority of the elected
m ers of council who
are members of the

political party gaining .

the majority of seats.
Failing any such majori-
being gained, then

e Governor acting in |

his diseretion shall ap-
point as Chief Minister
the elected member who
in his judgment is best
able 11;; (i_ommz:ngt;hoi_
support of a majo
the elected members of
the Legislative Coumneil.’
"The phrase ‘acting in
his diseretion’ simply in-
dicates that it 33 not a
matter on which the
Governor is required to
ansult Executive Coun-

"It would be un-
constitutional as well as
inappropriate for the
Governor to be required
to consult an cutgoin
Executive Counci
(which continues in of-
fice until it is reﬁ}laced
by the incomin ecu-
tive Counecil) about the
appeintment of the in-
comin% chief Minis-
ter."(GIS)



