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he Report of the Commissioners
o reviewed Cayman’s Congtitution
arlier this year was released yester-
day by Governor Alan Scott.
‘Recommendations made by Con-
titutional Commissioners Sir
Frederick Smith and Mr. Walier Wal-
lace, following their visit here in Jan-
uary, inclode:

Increase in elected representatives
from 12 to 15; creation of the posts of
Chief Minister and Leader of the Op-
osition; increase in the number of
¥ Flected Members of Executive Coun-

“. ¢l from four to five; restoring the of-
fice of Chief Secretary in place of Ad-
ministrative Secretary; keeping the-
changes made last year to Finance
Comyittee; including a Bill of Rights.
Calling the Report "a very sig-

nificant moment in Ca political
history,” Mr. Seott declined to com-
ment on its contents. But in sum-

Inarising the process of constitutional

review, he observed, "I am absolutely

certain we must not rush it. People
should have all the time they need to
* ghady it, question it, nnderstand it."
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The Report will be tabled by Finan-
ecial Secretary Thomas Jefferson,
Leader of Government Business,
when Legislature begins its June
meeting on Wednesday. (Legislators,

however, received copies yesterday -

morning before the Governor briefed
reporters.)

1t is expected that elected represen-
tatives will hold hearings and invite
more public comment before recom-
mendations are debated in the House.

Then the proper procedure is that
desired chamges in the Constitution,
if any, would be passed in the form of
2 motion which would go back to the
Secretary of State for approval.
The-Commissioners n their Report

assume that it would take several
months "to exhaust local debate on
our report” and several more months
to complete the drafting of amend-
moents. On this basis they recommend
that any change in the number of rep-
resentatives be bro it into foree by
. April or May of 1992 to prepare for
general elections in November 1992.
"The remainder of the amended

Constitution would then be brought

into force immediately after the elec-

tion," they soggest.

The exception wounld be a recom-
mendation for single member con-
stituencies (instea
representatives per district). Such a

_ change would require study by an in-

.Constitutional report released
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mendations, the Commissioners
state: "If there are any issues on
which Caymanians are agreed, they
aro that existing links with the
Crown must be maintained and that
any constitutional change mmust not
only preserve stability hut must also
_stop appreciably short of full internal
self-government, the penultimate
stage before independence.

"fhere is no wish whatsoever to
alter the present status of the islands
as Dependent Territory on which, it
must be said, much of the islands’
prosperity may depend. Conservative
and cautions by nature, many

Caymanians approach the issue of
constitutional change if not with
suspicion at least with some degree of
apprehension.”

The Commissioners made their ob-
servations followin%lrecelpt of 64
written submissiens; discussicns with
92 persons represenﬁnfl 16 organisa-
Hions and 63 individual members of
fhe public; open district meetings at-

ed by a further 120 people.

Tn their Report, the Commissioners
note that the most controversial issue
was the proposal to create the post of
Chief Minister.

Having a Chief Minister would not
require a party system the Com-
missicners maintained. They suggest
the Governor appoint as Chief Minis-
fer the elected Member of the Legisla-
Hve Assembly who appears to be best
able to command the confidence of the
majority of s. An alternative
would be to appoint the MLA who
gets a majority of votes from MLAs in
& secret ballot (in much the same way
as ExCo is presently selected).

The Chief Minister would select four
other MLAs as Ministers and be in a
position to "inspire, discipline and
control them and even advise their
dismissal”.

[The Commissioners’ comments
ahout a Chief Minister are detailed on
page 4, Extracts of the Report
pertaining to other recommendations
will appear in future issues of the
Caymanian Compass.] .

Acknowledging that a majority of

eople were in favour of enshrining

imance Committee in the Constitu-
tion, the Commissioners nevertheless
conclude that the Committée should
be provided for in_the Assembly’s
Standing Orders, as it is now.
_They say the Spealker should con-
Hyne as chairman (rather than the
Financial Secretary as was the
eustom. before last year). They recoxn-
mend that the Assembly decide
whether Official Members of Execu-

tive Council be members of Finance

Committee, based on whether or not
these Members are "vital to the
proper functioning of government’ at
this stage of Cayman’s developtient, -

Another matter on which much rep-
resentation was received was the
tightening of qualifications for voters
i;aﬁud ﬁsemgly candidates in favour of

e Ll m" a ) -

"We have given this matter thé’
most serious consideration but are of
the opinion that no change in these
gualifications is necessdry oY

esirable sinee, in our view, a er
tightening could result in the dis-
enfranchisement of descendants of
Caymanians by status,” The Com-
missioners state.

They add that the 1987 Constitu-
tional amendment on this subjeet
"should continue to meet the desire of
Caymanians to run their own affairs.”

vernor Seott’s release of the Com-
missioners’ Report came about two
and a half hours after a question was
asked in Parliament in London.

He said it simply elicited the fact
that the Report was cumfleted and in
the Honse of Commeons Library, with
the decument published in the
Cayman Islands under the authority
of the Secretary of State for Forei%r_\
and Commonwealth Affairs for public
comment.

A statement is expected from the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
about. the Report, according to Mr.
Scott, and it will be transmitted to
legislators, then published.

An immediate 1,000 copies of the
Report will be available as of this
morning to members of the public at
no charge, with more to be produced
if necessary, Mr. Scott said, so that
people can examine the recommenda-
tions. Copies may be obtained from
the office of the Senior Information
Officer in the Tower Building (third
floor) or, in Cayman Brac, the District
Commissioner’s office.

Individuals may collect one copy

_ each; organisations, six copies each.

of two or three

dependent Boundaries Cor
and there is not enough time:for i
before the next election. ;
The Commissioners’ 21-pag
explains the background fox)
review of the Islands "1972:Caonsti
tion as requested in 2 motion pas!
by the Legislative Assembly lastyi
because of the country’s politieal,
cial and economic development in thi
previous 18 years. d
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